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ALABAMA’SGENEROSITY WINSNATIONAL RECOGNITION

Alabamians who often find themselves at the bottom of national lists were commended
for their giving nature in arecent publication.

According to an analysis by the Chronicle of Philanthropy, Alabamians give an average
of 8.0t0 9.9 percent of their discretionary income annually to charity.

The news came as no surprise to officials at Alabama Giving, a statewide initiative
committed to increasing philanthropy and communicating the value and importance of
philanthropy. Alabama Giving is supported by the Alabama Funders Forum, a statewide
network of private, corporate and community foundations.

"Reports from The Urban Institute's National Center for Charitabl e Statistics consistently
list Alabama among the top six statesin terms of individual giving to charity,” said
Elizabeth Dennis, Program Coordinator of Alabama Giving. "Alabama Giving
communicates the benefits of using personal assets as well asincome for lifelong
philanthropy contributions.”

The Chronicle listing, which includes county-by-county rankings, lists three Alabama
counties on a national top-50 list. Thislist, including counties where 10,000 or more
itemized tax returns were reported, puts Montgomery County at number 20 with 9.6
percent of discretionary income given to charity, Jefferson County at number 33 with 9.1
percent and Madison County at number 49 with 8.6 percent. The top two countiesin the
nation were Utah County in Utah with 23.6 percent and Bronx County, New Y ork, with
23 percent.

The analysis found that residents of areas with strong religious beliefs or large African-
American populations like Alabama tend to give moreto charity. It also found that single
women were more charitable than their male counterparts. Self-employed and higher
educated people aso tend to give more.

"Through the Alabama Giving Project (funded by a grant from New Venturesin
Philanthropy), we are working to educate and inform people and businesses about giving
options," says Bill Johnson, President of Alabama Funders Forum and Alabama Power
Foundation. "We aso want to spread the word about the many benefits of philanthropy in
terms of growth and the quality of life now and in the future and see all areas of the state
reap these benefits.”
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Giving in the States: a Ranking
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50 Most Generous Counties; 10,000 or More Tax Returns

Average Average Per centage of
Itemized Discretionary Charitable Discretionary Income
Returns Income Donation to Charit

PRINCE .

CHARLES ____|Md._| 15879 $23021| ___ $2360| ________10.3%

SAN : .

ST.LOUISCITY _[Mo. | 12126] ____ _ $45676| __ $4336| __________ 9.5%
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JEFFERSON Ala.

BALTIMORECITY [Md. | 33824 $52167| ____ $4506| __________ 8.7%]
JACKSON ______[Mo. | 51276 $40141| __ $3481| __________ 87%

17,422 $55,392
Note: Include only taxpayers with adjusted gross incomes of $50,000 or more who itemized deductions on their federal tax returns.

SOURCE: Bureau of Labor Statistics, Census Bureau, Institute of Taxation and Economic Policy, Internal Revenue Service
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